the Kamennaya Mogila complex, Priazovie, Ukraine. Soon afterwards, he participated in the South-Ukrainian Geological Expedition and took part in the drawing of a 1:200,000 geological map of this region. In 1960, he joined the Second North-Kazakhstan Expedition and co-authored the 1:50 000 geological map of the area of Kokchetav, Kazakhstan. While documenting the sampling material collected during this expedition, he took an interest in accessory mineralization, especially in the crystal morphology of anatase and titanoniobates from granitic pegmatites of northern Kazakhstan. In 1961, A.N. Platonov was employed in the Mineralogical Department of the Institute of Geological Sciences of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences and published his first scientific contributions. Under the supervision of the famous Ukrainian mineralogist, A.C. Povarennych, he worked there on the problem of color of minerals and on theoretical-and methodological aspects of optical absorption spectroscopy of minerals. From then, the origin of color in minerals became his major field of scientific interest. Together with his research associates and co-workers, he demonstrated that trichromatic colorimetry, optical spectroscopy and chromatic analysis can be successfully used for defining colors of minerals, and enabling conclusions on the crystallochemical features and genetic aspects of mineral species. The results of these investigations, published in numerous papers and books, led to the concept of active color centers as typomorphic features of minerals that allow the use of various colors of minerals as genetic-and crystallochemical indicators. This approach helped to answer many fundamental problems in mineralogy and is still employed as one of the methods in prospecting for ores, solving issues concerning ore formation, and evaluating colored gemstones.
A.N. Platonov was one of the world's leading experts in the physics of minerals, the author and co-author of over 300 scientific contributions and 9 monographic publications. Professor A.N. Platonov was a giant of mineralogy and a man of extremely broad knowledge. He was a mentor and tutor for many younger scientists, always remaining kind, friendly and warm-hearted, eager to share his experience with others. He was also a close friend of the Polish and a frequent visitor to Poland. He cooperated with many Polish mineralogists and petrologists, consulting and co-authoring numerous scientific contributions, giving lectures and inspiring joint research projects.
On the behalf of Professor Platonov's friends, co-workers and students: Michał Sachanbiński and Adam Szuszkiewicz

